IMMORTALITY                              207

probability was its cliief ground and support, and
deprive it of even tlie very little value which, the
opinion of rude ages can ever have as evidence of
truth. If it be said that this belief has maintained
itself in ages which have ceased to be rude and which
reject the superstitions with which it once was ac-
companied, the same may be said of many other
opinions of rude ages, and especially on the most
important and interesting subjects, because it is on
those subjects that the reigning opinion, whatever it
may be, is the most sedulously inculcated upon all
who are born into the world. This particular opinion,
moreover, if it has on the whole kept its ground, has
done so with a constantly increasing number of dis-
sentients, and those especially among cultivated
minds. Finally, those cultivated minds which ad-
here to the belief ground it, we may reasonably sup-
pose, not on the belief of others, but on arguments
and evidences; and those arguments and evidences,
therefore, are what it concerns us to estimate and
judge.

The preceding are a sufficient sample of the argu-
ments for a future life which do not suppose an
antecedent belief in the existence, or any theory
respecting the attributes of the Grodhead. It remains
to consider what arguments are supplied by such
lights, or such grounds of conjecture, as natural
theology affords, on those great questions.